Hughes the Force

Script Notes

by Director J.C. Reifenberg

First Draft:

This first draft was written just after | got back from Star Wars Celebration V. | was
talking about the idea with my co-worker Justin Yates and we decided to get together
and bang out a draft. This was written over the course of two nights in late August 2010.
I'm amazed at how much of this first effort actually made it into the final movie.

Note that there is some controversial language used in the early versions of the script.
This was used in an effort to stay true to the John Hughes dialogue of the 1980s.

Another thing to note in the first few drafts is that we referred to the characters by the
names Luke and Han until we could come up with some fittingly nerdy names for them.
Han became Henry. Luke became Simon.

Second Draft:

While looking for people to give feedback on the script, | enlisted the help of another co-
worker, Star Wars enthusiast, and writer; Steven Koistinen. At this point Justin had gone
on to work at a different company so Steve jumped in and brain-stormed during lunch
outings and started coming over after the “day job” to pound out another draft. This is
the first draft that is a result of my efforts with Steve.

Convenience Store Scene:
e Changed and added to some descriptions of props, items, and character actions.

o Added a line of dialogue to Chaz as he exits to set up the heroes’ goal more
clearly.

Bedroom Scene:

e Added a line where Han (Henry) reads the line of dialogue from the website/blog
on the computer screen that will come in to play later in the story.

e Basic descriptions tightened up at points.
Living Room Scene:
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First time an idea to add a scene between the creation scene in the bedroom and
the bar scene in order to demonstrate a fault of the heroes. They get what they
want but they abuse it. This draft just spells out what we hope to accomplish in
this scene when writing future drafts.

In this draft we also go straight to the bar and remove the scene where they are
rejected from the party before heading to the bar. We felt that if the two boys
immediately went to the party they were showing too much bravado too soon
after the failure in the living room.

The whole second part of the bar scene was all conceived and written in this
draft. This was to demonstrate that the two boys are becoming like the popular
jocks that they've always been at odds with and also to inject more humor into
the movie. A lot of notes in descriptions for dialogue that will be written later.

We lose the "don't even speak her language jokes" from The Breakfast Club and
the fight with Boba Fett.

Bar Scene:

Removed the part where the bar turns back into non-Star Wars characters.

Pizza Guy Scene:

Still had not figured out a good reference line to put in as his dialogue for this
cutaway.

The rest of this draft stays pretty much the same except for some grammar
clean-up and a word or two of description here or there.

Third Draft:

This next draft adds 5 pages to the length and is the result of Steve and | working on it
every night after work for the entire week. Changed Kevin Smith to Seth Green for this

draft.

Convenience Store Scene:

Added Chaz's line "What a loser" that will be used as a piece of dialogue that
Luke (Simon) will utter later in the script during the bar scene to demonstrate that
the two boys, when given power, abuse it the same way the popular kids at
school do. Essentially becoming their enemies.

Added Star Wars reference, "Sorry about the mess..." to describe and explain
leaving the mess on the floor to close out the scene on a funny note.

Bedroom Scene:

Added in a reference to World of Warcraft to demonstrate how geeky these guys
are in every way and also demonstrate how Luke (Simon) is not listening to Han
(Henry) and is totally focused on getting into the party.
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Removed the fan fiction line from Luke (Simon) and added another line about
Lord of the Rings to demonstrate his unshakable focus on the task of getting into
the party.

Changed the line "...power of one man to make a difference..." to "...stand in the
way of a Jedi know knows his path..." to tie more into the Star Wars mythos.

Added Luke (Simon) line to very clearly set up the goal of the movie here, even if
the line is super expositional. It is the one point in the script that we allowed
ourselves to blatantly tell the audience something with dialogue.

Wrote more dialogue and descriptions to more closely tie the action figures to the
Weird Science plot that inspires Han (Henry's) next action while also tying
together Luke (Simon) and Han (Henry's) paths.

Switched the owner of the figure between the Luke and Han characters so that
Luke is the hesitant one about the plan and Han is the motivator.

Changed and tightened up the dialogue after the Leia figure is ripped open. Got
rid of the expositional line about being signed and kissed by Carrie fisher in favor
of letting that be seen on screen by the audience.

Hallway Scene:

Removed the scene of trying to make the first machine out of current computers
and jumped straight to this scene about looking for the old school parts in the
attic.

Added a ton of descriptions to the scene here to better describe the actions and
machine they are building.

Added dialogue between the boys to add some humorous references and further
show the excitement that Han (Henry's) idea worked and Luke (Simon's) worry
about what is going on.

Changed the door lowering from that of a Death Star-style door (straight vertical
rise) to that of an Imperial Shuttle-style (rotate out from the doorframe and down).

Added another appropriate Star Wars reference for the situation for Luke (Simon)
and also a Weird Science line of dialogue that married well to Obi-Wan's earlier
line for Leia.

Living Room Scene:

Further developed this entire scene from the ideas we wrote down in the
previous scene. Dialogue, actions and references.

Set up the discovery of the boys’ powers.

Showed that the boys’ first taste of power is met with over-enthusiasm and
irresponsibility.

Added a couple more Star Wars jokes with the blast shield and some Hughes
references with looking at and talking to the camera.

Bar Scene:

Added Leia dialogue to help rub in the fact that the boys still don’t understand
what she is trying to teach them. Self-confidence without arrogance.
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e Changed Luke (Simon's) dialogue from the wi-fi joke to one about picking up girls
to keep it more on-theme with their goal and the rest of the movie.

Bar Scene 2:
e Wrote out the dialogue and jokes to expand this entire scene.

e Included Luke (Simon) echoing the “What a loser!” line from the start of the script
to strongly tie their bad behavior to that of Chaz at the start of the movie.

Kevin Smith Scene:
e Added the “wrong turn” joke for Kevin Smith.

e Removed the reference to the changing bar patrons since it was removed in the
previous draft.

e Add in that Kevin Smith and Leia are working together behind-the-scenes and
changed some of the dialogue to reflect that.

e Added dialogue and descriptions to show Luke (Simon's) new resolve and
motivation to get to the party.

Approaching the Party House Scene:

e The scene is completely re-written to show the boys still aren't quite where they
need to be to save the day. Also demonstrates that Han (Henry) is into Leia and
has his girl thus losing interest in the goal of getting into the party. Similar to the
last draft, Leia allows herself to be taken by the jocks in order to inspire action in
Han (Henry) and help get him over his hump to realize that he has the power
inside to be who he wants to be.

Interior of the House/Party Scene:

¢ Removed the entire scene where the heroes tie up the Pizza Guy with duct tape.
One, because we cut that part out of the script, and two because we felt it
demonstrated a step backwards in the boys’ progress in their heroes’ journey.

Pizza Guy Scene:

e Loved the cutaway to the Pizza Guy so much that we added in this scene as
basically a non-sequitur to be a humorous way to show that Han (Henry) traded
his blaster for the pizza boxes and disguises. Also the reason Han (Henry)
doesn't have his gun for the rest of the movie as an option to use on Chaz —
without his gun he needs to stick up for himself on his own.

Bathroom Scene:

¢ Wrote this whole scene to better set up the difference in motivations between the
boys and give them reasons to separate and travel down their own paths to
achieve their separate final goals. Luke (Simon) has to go after the object of his
desire, Jennifer, and Han (Henry) needs to chase his — Leia.

¢ Added the scene where Jennifer and her friend go into the bathroom as a vague
reference to a similar scene in Weird Science where Gary and Wyatt witness
their girls in the bathroom at a party talking but also to expand upon Jennifer’s
character — showing that she is fed up with Chaz' behavior and is ready to leave
him which inspires Luke (Simon) to act.
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Bedroom b/t Chaz & Leia, and Simon Shows off Scenes:
e Turned this into its own scene between Leia and Chaz.
o Added dialogue to inspire action in Han (Henry).

e Added scene to intercut with Luke (Simon) showing off to the crowd to impress
Jennifer. He clearly is still not where he needs to be in his hero’s journey if he's
still flaunting his powers. He'll need one more big thing to inspire action later in
the script for him to finally reach the destination of his inner journey.

Chaz Approaches Simon:
¢ Changed Chaz' dialogue to make it funnier from sword to flashlight.

e Removed the Force Choke and changed it to just keeping Chaz at arms-length.
We felt Force Choke was too aggressive for his character by this point.

Back Porch:
e Developed this scene more to show the loss of Han (Henry's) powers.

e Developed the Captain Antilles character more by adding examples of her
writing, more closely tying her to the blog from earlier and Han (Henry’s)
obsession with it.

e Tied in the "do or do not" line from Kevin Smith that inspired Han (Henry) before
this scene as the trigger that finally gets him over his self-doubt and to stand up
for what he believes.

End Scene:

¢ Changed some of the action to show Luke (Simon) as more compassionate,
such as helping Jennifer up and makes sure she wasn’t hurt when Chaz knocked
her to the ground.

¢ Removed the Sarlacc Pit/Dianoga joke dialogue.

¢ Had notes at the ending of the script on things we wanted to riff on in the
stormtrooper scene in the bar.

e Had notes on to what to change the names of the characters.

¢ Had notes on the actions when Luke (Simon) is showing off at the party.

Fourth Draft:

e The boys’ names are changed to Simon and Henry in this draft.

e Basic script formatting, scene headings, punctuation, and descriptions cleaned
up throughout.

¢ Some slight dialogue changes in the stormtroopers’ dialogue in the bar.
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Changed Seth Green back to Kevin Smith.

Changed school to college in Jennifer's dialogue in the Bathroom Scene to better
set the ages and situation of the characters.

Fifth Draft:

Changed the last words of the opening scroll.

Changed Chaz' line from “queers” to “dorks” — even though “queers” was used to
make the contradiction that homosexuals are checking out his girlfriend, adding
more insight into the intelligence and character of Chaz. We however changed it
to be more sensitive to the use of those types of words in any connotation.

Further cleaned up descriptions, punctuation and script formatting.

Changed Jennifer's dialogue in the Convenience Store to take out "Everyone's
going to be there..." line.

Changed the order of the way that Chaz and Jennifer exit the store with their
dialogue.

Changed Captain Antilles' name to Boushh. The idea being that the character is
a female that everyone thinks is a male. In Return of the Jedi Boushh is the male
bounty hunter that Leia dresses up as to infiltrate Jabba's palace. She is in effect
a female that people think is a male. Same as the character in Hughes the
Force.

Added dialogue for Leia in the Living Room Scene to add a Weird Science
reference and make her intentions more clear.

Small dialogue changes throughout.

Sixth Draft:

The sixth script essentially did not have any significant changes, so we are specifically
not including it here.

Seventh Draft:

Converted "You come here often?" to Huttese with phonetical pronunciation for
the actor’s sake to be able to read it.
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e We got confirmation that James Arnold Taylor and Catherine Taber would be
involved with the project in early February. This draft has Obi-Wan Kenobi and
Padme written in as the characters who help the boys along their way and are
kind of on the same team as Leia.

Eighth Draft:

o We weren't able to get Kevin Smith on shoot day, but the potential opportunity to
have Mark Hamill do our cameo at a different location had presented itself, so we
re-wrote the scene for Mark Hamill to be a hologram that Padme presents to the
boys on a holoprojector device that she is holding.

Ninth Draft:

e Added a scene between the Kevin Smith/Mark Hamill Cameo Scene and the
Approach to the House Scene. It is meant to demonstrate Henry's remorse for
upsetting Leia at the bar and show how he is falling for her, but the language he
uses places the blame elsewhere and he still doesn't see the error of his ways.

e Mark Hamill is still in the script at this point even though we had gotten
confirmation by this point that Kevin would do the cameo.

e This is the last major scene and change added to the script. When we shot Kevin
| printed out one of the earlier versions for his lines.

e Movie Notes that differ from the script drastically:
o0 Kevin Smith added improvised dialogue to his scenes.

0 Once we started to lock in locations we decided to have the majority of
the party outside so we could more easily light the scene.

0 We couldn't find a street that was bright enough to shoot the mailbox
scene, so we substituted the Pizza Guy doing donuts in his car in a
parking garage instead.
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